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Speculation and deduction
You can use modal verbs to describe past events with 
varying degrees of certainty. These constructions are 
useful for speculating about events you haven’t witnessed.

New language  More uses for modal verbs

Vocabulary  Phrasal verbs with “out” 

New skill  Speculating and making deductions

MATCH THE PAIRS OF SENTENCES TOGETHER

KEY LANGUAGE MODAL VERBS FOR SPECULATION AND DEDUCTION

When you’re 
speculating about the 
past and you’re sure 
something happened, 
use “must have” with 
the past participle.

When you’re not sure 
whether something 
happened or not, 
replace “must” with 
“may,” “might,”  
or “could.”

If you are sure  
something did not 
happen, use “can’t”  
or “couldn’t.”

The speaker is sure.

The speaker is unsure.

The speaker is sure it is not possible.
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE
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DESCRIBE WHAT EACH PERSON MUST HAVE DONE, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK THE CORRECT SUMMARY

A radio host is talking about the unsolved 
mystery of the SS Ourang Medan.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND  
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PHRASAL VERBS IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 More uses for modal verbs   Phrasal verbs with “out”   Speculating and making deductions  
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